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{ntroHuctorQ.  cal  is  now  commenced,  and  confidently  and  re  * 

~;;;7 - ,  .  .  - : — r: — rr —  spectfully  submitted  to  the  public,  by  the  cd- 

1  he  commencement  of  this  periodical  has  .  ,  ,  i- 

,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  j  , ,  .  who  expects  and  solicits  the  aid  of  his 

been  induced  by  motives  laudable  and  urcent.  ...  .  ,  .  •  i  •.  i 

_  .  .  ,  .  .  .  brethren,  not  only  to  enrich  its  columns,  but 

It  IS  praiseworthy  in  every  denomination  of  .  .  j  •  i  .•  •  ^ 

,  .  /  ,  .  ,  ,  , ,  ,  lo  extend  its  circulation,  and  ensure  an  adc- 

christians,  that  its  mcinlK‘rs  should  “  contend 


•  c  •  L  quate  patronage,  that  no  loss  be  sustained  by 

earnestly  for  their  respective  laith,  grantin^^  .  *  .  ^  ...  , .  .  ,  -  , 

,,  Tr-.j  r  proprietor. — bhould  the  friends  of  truth 


to  aWthv  {nalienable  right  of  private  judsrrment.  .  ,  ,  , 

-  b  j  r  .  t  .  yield  their  assistance  that  our  mutual  endea- 


Circumstances  frequently  are  such,  that  it 


, , ,  .  *  /  1 1-  slio’ild  subserve  tlie  cause  of  truth  and 

would  be  inexpedient  not  to  give  publicity  to  ■  .  n  .  .  i-  „  ^ 

^  ®  ,  -.1  I  godliness,  I  shall  be  gratefully  and  circerfully 

views  misrepresented  and  perverted,  either  bv  ^  ° 

'  .  '  ,  ,  *  their  public  .servant.  LEMUEL  WII.LIS, 


ignorant  or  designing  men  ;  or  both. 

Perhaps,  there  has  not  been  the  time,  in  this 
part  of  our  country,  when  greater  exertions 
have  been  used  to  pre  judice  the  Kristian  pub- 
iick  against  the  rational,  dc.sirable  and  evident* 


Paster  of  the  first  Independent  Chiueh  o*  Ubrist, 
culled,  Restufationist,  in  tlie  city  of  Trov. 


CONDITIONS. 

The  Evangelical  Repository  will  be  is- 


ly  scriptural  doctrine  of  the  “  Reconciliation  once  in  two  weeks,  on  super-royal  paper, 

ofall  things  to  God”  It  is  therefore  our  duty  octavo  form;  each  number  containiI^^ 

to  answer  for  ourselves,  touching  those  things  *‘ight  pages.  It  will  be  afforded  and  sent  to 
whereof  we  are  accused;  that  when  our  de-  subscribers,  in  the  city,  for  Jl  25,  in  advance  ; 
fence  is  heard  the  unprejudiced  may  see  wheth-  or#l  50  in  six  months.  Country  subscribers 
er  these  things  are  so  or  not  And  as  the  min-  whose  numbers  are  sent  by  mail,  shall  receive 
istry  is  confined  principally  to  one  parish,  it  be-  volume  for  j^l  00  in  advance,  or  25  in 
comes  necessary  that  recourse  be  had  to  the  ****  months.  I  hose  who  obtain  and  become 
circulation  of  books  and  papers,  devoted  to  the  •'♦'•‘•ponsible  for  five  subscribers,  shall  bo  enti- 
dissemination  of  our  views;  which  will  be  fR-d  to  the  sixth  copy,  gratis, 
read  by  many,  who  will  not,  or  cannot,  hear  N.  B.  Should  this  work  be  sent  to  any  per- 
from  the  pulpit.  country  who  would  not  wish  to  pat- 

•' The  world,”  it  is  said,  “is  full  of  books;"  ronize  it,  such  are  re.spectfully  requested  to 
but  those  which  contain  our  faith,  as  derived  the  same  hack  to  the  editor,  incioeed  in 
from  the  Bible,  are  few,  comparatively,  wliich  a  wrapper,  immef/mfc/j/ ,  otherwise,  it  will  be 
isarea.son  that  our  faith  is  not  more  generally  presumed  they  mean  to  become  patrons,  and 
known.  It  is  thought  best  not  to  publish  this  consequently,  the  publication  will  be  sent  to 
work  in  the  same  form  of  the  “  Evangelical  them,  unless  there  should  be  a  delinquency  on 
Restorationist ;”  as  it  will  he  more  convenient  their  part. — Aoents  will  be  appointed  to  re¬ 
fer  preservation  to  have  it  in  this  (octavo)  ccive  and  transmit  moneys  to  the  editnr.  It  is 
foru,  hoped  that  the  friends  of  truth  will  show  their 

The  columns  will  be  open  for  all  candid  and  ^*'th  by  their  works.  An  index  and  title  page 
charitable  communications,  which  shall  pra-  will  be  furnished  at  the  end  of  the  volume, 
mote  the  Doctrine,  Religion  and  Morality  of  Letters  and  cotttmvn{aitiomtmu$t  be  posi- 

thc  Gospel  as  taught  and  exemplified  by  Christ  paid^  when  directed  to  the  editor,  unless  several 

and  the  Apostles.  dollars  are  included  therein.  L.  W. 

Sermons,  religious  essays,  scriptural  expo-  .  » . 

,  .  ®  .  1. .  •  The  second  number  of  this  paper  will  not 

sitions,  and  pieces  of  the  best  ^etry,  will  be  ^ 

inserted.  In  it  will  be  kept  a  journal  of  the  returns  might  be  had  from  the  cotnury.  We 
most  important  passing  occurrences  in  the  (jjat  every  one  to  wlmni  this  is  sent,  would 
Christian  community,  not  only  of  the  order  of  be  puncuud  and  careful,  to  scml  the  paper  back,  if 
Universalists,  but  of  others,  so  far  as  the  same  not  patroniTied  ;  or  the  subscribers,  luuaes,  in  a  let- 
tnay  come  to  our  knowledge.  This  periodi-  ter,  immediate!}'.  En. 
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EVZDENTZAX.. 

It  is  presumed  that  tho  sermons  of  Dr.  Jo¬ 
seph  Priestly  will  be  read  with  pleasuse  by 
every  eiKptirinw  and  enlightened  mind.  The 
editor,  having  in  his  po.ssession  the  justly  a<l- 
mired,  interesting,  and,  in  ihi.s  eounty,  very 
scarce  work  of  his,  entitled  “  DISCOURSKS 
on  the  IIVIDKNCK  of  DIVINK  REVELA¬ 
TION  and  presuming  that  they  would  sub¬ 
serve  the  cause  of  Christianity,  by  obviating 
some  of  the  apparent  objections  raised  against 
it,  has  thought  it  advisable  to  publish  tho  dis¬ 
courses  in  the  conrse  of  the  present  volume, 
commencing  with  the  first  number. 

DICOUUSE  I. 

I'HE  1.MPOBTANCE  OK  RKLIC.ION  VO  r..>LARCE  THE 
MI.ND  0>'  MA.Xi. 

Been/  nuin  irho  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth 
himself  even  as  he  is  pure,  1.  John,  iii.  H. 

It  ii  acknowledged  th.ot  man  is  superior  to  bnite 
creatures,  and  that  this  superiority  consists  in  his 
capacity  of  being  much  happier  in  himself,  iuid  in 
his  power  of  contributing  in  a  mor«!  eminent  de¬ 
gree  to  the  happiness  of  others  ;  by  which  means 
he  makes  nearer  approaches  to  Iris  .Maker,  who  is 
supremely  benevolent,  and  superlatively  happy. 

It  is  also  well  known,  that  this  superiority  in  man, 
with  respect  to  his  |)ower  of  enjoying  and  commu¬ 
nicating  hanpiness,  depends  upon  the  superiority  of 
his  mental  tacukics,  by  which  lie  is  capable  of  great¬ 
er  comprehension  of  mind,  of  taking  into  his  view 
more  of  the  past  and  of  the  future  along  with  the 
present  ;  so  that  his  ideas  are  more  complex,  and 
fartlicr  removed  from  mere  sensiWe  objects.  In 
coasequence  of  this  the  happiness  of  man  does 
not  depend  upon  his  present  sensations,  but  is  of 
more  stable  nature  ;  and  his  resolutions  and  actions 
do  not  depend  upon  vaiiable  circumstances,  but  be 
can  pursue  an  nnifomi  plan  of  conduct,  w  ithout  be¬ 
ing  diverted  from  it  by  the  events  of  the  liour,  or  of 
the  day. 

This  sufierior  comprehension  of  mind  cannot, 
hovvever,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  attained  by  man 
without  a  state  of  progressive  improvement,  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  condition  of  a  bnile  animal,  merely 
iiiipreiAcd  by  sensible  objects,  and  imp<dh‘d  to  ac¬ 
tion  by  those  impressions,  as  cliildren  are  ;  because 
these  impressions  are  the  elcnientsof  .ill  our  know¬ 
ledge,  and  all  oui  powers  in  future  life  ;  and  there 
ii  iio  tnie  wisdom  in  any  attempts  to  accelerate  this 
progress  beyond  a  certain  time.  For  what  would  a 
.greater  comprehension  of  mind,  and  a  greater  pow¬ 
er  of  combining  ideas,  avail  iis,  without  a  stock  of 
ideas  to  combine  and  comprehend  ?  It  is  well 
known,  that  if  we  expect  that  hoys  should  ever  make 
valuable  men,  thev  must  continue  some  time  in  the 
state  of  boys,  or  they  will  never  make  men  worth 
forming.  In  the  very  warmth  and  impetuosity,  and 
consequently  the  occasional  irregularities,  of  youth, 
we  often  perceive  the  genu  of  tlic  most  excellent 
characters.  But  then  these  irregularities  of  youth, 
hy  which  their  minds  are  stored  with  a  sufUcient  va¬ 
riety  of  strong  impressions,  must  not  be  continued 
beyond  the  season  of  youth,  or  that  state  ot  pecu¬ 
liar  sensibility,  in  which  soiiietliing  still  more  new 
sti  ill  be  able,  in  a  great  measure,  to  les.  en  the  effect 
of  preceding  impressions,  otherwise  habits  will  be 
fonnvd  which  will  preclude  all  fiutlier  progress.  In 


a  course  of  time  the.  mind  acquires  an  inscnsibilitv 
to  new  impressions.  A  man  is  then  in  a  manner 
incapable  of  extending  his  views,  and  thereby  Ik* 
looses  the  great  privilege  of  iiis  rational  nature.  Ifis 
mind,  for  want  of  an  accession  of  new  ideas  or  far¬ 
ther  knowledge,  may  even  contract,  and  he  may 
sink  into  a  state  approaching  that  of  a  brute  animal, 
and  one  that  is  oM  and  irresistible. 

This,  however,  I  obsene  by  the  way,  though  I 
shall  have  some  farther  useforthc  observation  here¬ 
after  ;  my  object  being  to  sIkiw,  that  for  the  very 
same  reason  that  a  man  excels  othejr  aiiiiiiids  a  be¬ 
liever  in  divine  revelation,  and  especially  a  chri^tian. 
is  superior  to  other  men  ;  his  comprehension  of 
minci  being  enlarged  by  stich  knowledge  as  revela¬ 
tion  brings  him  acquainted  with,  so  that  lie  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  iiiuch  more  happy  in  himself,  and  of  a 
more  generous  ardor  in  promoting  the  hap))iness 
of  otliers.  Also,  being  less  sensible  to  present  im¬ 
pressions,  he  will  be  drawn  out  of  himself,  and  bo 
more  free  from  that  anxiety  and  ilistress  to  wiiirli 
persons  who  attend  to  themselves  only,  are  necessa¬ 
rily  subject. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  consider  the  first  great 
article  of  revealed  religion  (because  it  is  by  this 
means  more  strongly  impressed  upon  tlie  mind, 
thougli  it  is  wiso  the  dictate  of  nature,)  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  the  being  of  a  God.  It  so  much  stands 
or  falls  with  the  belief  of  revelation,  tliat  at  present 
they  generally  go  together,  and  they  who  arc  un¬ 
believers  ill  revealed  rcligin.i,  though  they  may  re¬ 
tain  the  belief  of  a  God,  have  little  motive  to  attend 
to  the  subject,  so  that  they  are  generally  practical, 
though  not  absolutely  speculative  atheists. 

Now,  the  belief,  the  habitual  and  practical  belief, 
of  the  b«‘ing  of  God,  a  Being  infinitely  wise,  pow¬ 
erful,  and  good,  the  author  of  universal  nature,  and 
the  dirctrine  of  a  Proviilence,  which  is  connected 
with  it,  contributes  greatly  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  mind  of  man,  e.xtending  our  views  beyond  what 
we  immediately  see  and  hear  around  iis.  Without 
this,  man  is  comparatively  a  being  of  narrow  views, 
but  little  advanced  beyond  the  brutes,  and  has  but 
little  motive  to  attend  to  any  thing  beyond  himself, 
and  the  lowest  gratifications.  Without  this  faith  he 
must  he  liable  to  be  disturbed  and  unhuigcd  by  ev¬ 
ery  cross  event. 

But  the  belief  of  a  God,  and  of  a  Prov  idence  ;  of 
a  Being  who  created  ;dl  things,  who  has  assigned  to 
every  creature  his  proper  station,  and  who  .superin¬ 
tends  the  whole  cliain  of  events,  relieves  and  en¬ 
larges  the  mind,  and  also  gives  as  a  lively  interckt 
in  the  concerns  of  others.  The  idea  of  a  God  is 
that  of  a  father  of  all  his  creatures,  and  especially  of 
all  mankind ;  and  this  suggests  the  farther  idea,  that 
all  men  arc  brethren,  the  children  of  one  common 
parent ;  and  with  this  idea  art;  intimately  connected 
a  thousand  other  pleasing  ideas,  and  especially  a 
sense  of  a  conimon  interest,  and  an  obligation  to 
promote  it  by  every  means  in  out  power.  With 
this  favourable  inipre-.sion,  wc  are  prejiared  to  re¬ 
spect,  and  to  love,  all  mankind,  as  brethren,  and  to 
bear  w  ith  one  another  as  such.  Whereas,  without 
this  idea,  we  feel  as  so  many  unconnected  individu¬ 
als,  turned  adrift  upon  the  wide  world,  where  wc 
must  each  of  iis  .scramble  for  ourselves  as  well  as  we 
can,  and  shall  seldom  think  of  attending  to  others, 
any  farther  than  a  regard  to  our  own  interest  may 
make  it  expedient. 

Tims,  by  means  of  faith  in  the  being  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  we  are  nobly  carried  out  of,  and  be¬ 
yond,  ourselves,  and  are  led  to  conreive  a  generous 
regard  for  otliers  ;  and  by  this  we  lose  nothing  but 
a  mean  selfishness,  and  with  it  atnruicnttng  anxiety 
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\v^kh  1*^  the  same  tiinetlu*  charai  teristic,  and  the 
punishiDi'iU,  of  a  narrow,  contnu  ted  mind. 

There  is  no  true,  well-founded  patriotism  that 
has  any  other  foundation  than  this.  Without  this, 
there  will  alw  ays  be  room  for  suspu  ion  and  distnist, 
a  suspieitm  of  private  and  selfish  views,  suited  to  a 
mind  destitute  of  this  great  and  enhuged  principle, 
of  all  mankind  constituting  one  family,  under  one 
grc.'U  head  ;  the  idea  of  an  universi J  parent,  who  re* 
gards  us  all  as  hi)k  children,  and  who  requires  that 
we  regani  each  other  in  the  same  pleasing  light. 

Without  faitli  in  God,  and  a  belief  of  his  iiniver* 
s;Jly  benevolent  providence,  men  must  be  liable  to 
be  peculiarly  tiistressed  ;uid  disconcerted  at  such  ca¬ 
lamitous  events  as  we  are  daily  subject  to.  They 
are  evils  in  themselves,  ;uid  we  do  not  know  towhat 
l:uther  evils  they  may  lead.  Even  the  good  that  we 
see  is  uncertain,  and  for  any  thing  that  we  know, 
may  terminate  in  evil,  which  it  will  thereby  only 
serve  to  aggravate.  In  this  state  of  mind  all  is  dark¬ 
ness  :md  confusion,  anxiety  and  dread. 

But  the  moment  that  we  begin  to  consider  the 
world,  not  as  a  fatherless  world,  but  that  there  is  a 
prim  iple  of  wisdom  and  goodness  presiding  over  all, 
and  believe  that  nothing  can  come  to  pass  without 
the  knowledge  and  intention  of  this  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness,  the  gloom  vanishes,  and  day-light 
bursts  upon  us.  For,  though  we  be  still  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  particuhu  events,  and  do  not  distinctly 
see  their  tendency  to  good,  our  firm  persuasion  tint 
good  14  intended,  and  will  be  the  result  of  the  whole 
scheme,  is  not  at  all  shaken  ;  and  then  notliing  will 
remain  but  a  pleasing  curiosity  with  respect  to  the 
mannerin  which  the  good  will  be  produced.  In  the 
midst  of  ccdiunity  we  ciui,  with  this  pr'rsuasion,  live 
a  life  of  faith,  anil  of  joy.  With  the  devout  psalm¬ 
ist,  we  can  say.  The  Lord  rex^neth,  let  the  earth 
rejoice.  For  though  clovdsand  darkness  are  round 
aboxtt  him,  righteousness  and  judgement  are  the 
foundation  of  his  throne. 

Thus  does  the  belief  of  a  God  and  a  providence 
contribute  to  make  a  man  a  much  greater  and  hap-  I 
pier  being  than  he  otherwise  could  be.  It  enlarges  j 
iiis  view  of  the  system  of  nature,  of  which  lie  is  a  | 
part.  It  discovers  to  him  his  connexion  with,  and 
nis  interest  in,  other  beings,  and  other  things.  It 
leails  him  to  look  backw  ard  to  the  origin  of  things, 
and  forward  to  the  termination  of  the  great  drama, 
and  to  believe  tliat  it  will  be  most  glorious  and  hnp- 

py- 

'rhis  end  will  be  much  farther  promoted  by  the 
great  doctrine  of  revelation,  that  this  life  is  not  the 
whole  of  our  existence,  that  it  is  only  a  state  of  pro¬ 
bation  and  discipline,  calculated  to  train  us  up  fur  a 
future  and  more  glorious  state  alter  death.  How 
diflerent,  and  how  superior  a  Being  mu>t  this  view, 
properly  impressed  iqxin  the  mind,  make  a  man. 
It  is  a  different^  not  easy  to  describe,  but  it  maybe 
felt.  A  Being  of  a  day  will  have  hLs  views,  thoughts 
and  schemes,  adapted  to  a  day.  To-morrow  can¬ 
not  interest  him,  because  he  iias  no  interest  in  h. 
If  he  like  the  scenes  of  the  day,  to  which  his  exist¬ 
ence  is  confined,  his  heart  must  sicken  at  the  idea 
of  any  thing  beyond  it,  because  he  is  totally  exclu¬ 
ded  from  it. 

What  then  must  be  the  feelings  of  tlie  man  who 
truly  and  habitually  believes  that  he  is  bom  for  eter¬ 
nity  ;  that  years  and  ages  bear  no  sensible  pnvpcir- 
tion  to  the  term  of  his  existence  ;  that  the  duration 
of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  is  no  more  than  a  pe¬ 
riod  that  divides  his  existence,  and  assi,ts  him  in 
measuring  It  ;  that  when  they  shall  be  no  more,  he 
only,  as  it  were,  begins  to  be.  and  that  other  suns 
:ind  other  worlds  will  be  equally  short  lived  w  ith  re¬ 


spect  to  liim.  How  sublime,  and  how  ununating  is 
the  tbfllight.  Ciui  any  tiling  mean  and  sordid  occu¬ 
py  the  breast  of  u  lieing  w  ho  is  persuailed  of  this 
grand  destination  ?  Will  lie  not  overlook  every 
thing  temporary,  and  be  ever  stmtehing  his  thoughts 
to  things  eternal,  in  whii  h  his  interest  is  intinitely 
greater  tiuin  in  any  thing  here  ? 

W e  think  highly,  and  justly  so,  of  the  advantage 
w  hich  an  acquaintance  witii  lli^lorv  gives  a  man  over 
one  who  has  no  knowledge  of  any  even*'  besides 
those  of  his  own  times.  We  arc  highly  gratified  in 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  origin,  and  early 
history,  of  the  country  in  which  we  were  bom,  and 
of  the  nation  to  which  we  belong.  We  are  seasi- 
ble  that  tnirtlling,  and  seeing  other  countries,  and 
other  customs,  tluui  our  own,  improves  and  enlarges 
the  mind.  It  adds  to  our  stock  of  ideas,  and  gives 
us  a  greater  field  for  contemplation.  It  is  thereby 
the  means  of  removing  local  prejudices,  and  of  less- 
ning  the  influence  of  all  ideas  connected  with  that 
of  self. 

What,  then,  must  it  be  to  be  enabled,  by  the  help 
of  revelation,  to  look  so  far  back  as  to  tlie  origin  of 
the  world,  to  range  tlirongli  all  the  successive  dls- 
pensatioas  of  God  to  man,  to  contemplate  more  es¬ 
pecially  the  promulgation  of  the  gospel,  and  to  look 
forward  to  that  glorious  state  of  things  whii  h  is  to 
take  place  in  consequence  of  its  universal  spmad  ; 
to  look  farther  still  to  the  resuireetioii  of  the  dead, 
and  the  day  of  final  judgement,  followed  by  a  nevet- 
eiiding  eternity  ? 

Wliat  a  fund  of  great  thoughts  do  tlicse  great  sub¬ 
jects  supply,  and  how  scanty  must  be  the  furniture 
of  that  man’s  mind,  let  him  be  a  pliilosoplier,  an 
historian,  a  statesiiuiu.  or  whatever  else  the  world 
Ciui  make  him,  or  he  eiut  make  hiiiisclf,  eoiiipared 
with  that  of  the  meanest  t'liristian,  to  whom  these 
great  and  e.\tensive  views  luid  things  arc  fauiiliat. 

(To  be.  continued.) 

EVANOELZOAL  ^iZiPOSZTORT^ 

Trov,  Satl’Rdav,  April  !il,  115^7. 

KEl  JxilOUSlM^R^EC  UIION! 

Persecution,  in  all  ages  of  the  Christian 
church,  has  generally  proved  favorable  to  the 
persecuted.  The  depravity  of  man,  in  spite  of 
moral  restraint,  will  show  itself.  It  stands  on 
the  historic  page,  written  as  with  the  blood  of 
Martxjrs.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to  refer  the 
reader  to  the  “  dark  ages”  past,  to  learn  the 
ungodly  practices  of  wicked  professors ;  for,  so 
late  as  the  presient  time  religionists  are  arrayed 
with  "  carnal  weapons,”  against  each  other, 
having  failed  to  convert,  they  hesitate  not  to  de¬ 
nounce  and  persecute.  It  seems  that  error  in 
opinion  is  deemed  more  heinous  and  dangerous 
than  error  in  practice,  by  those  w  |io  arrogate 
exclusive  piety  and  orthordoxy  to  themselves. 
1  think  I  hazard  not  contradiction,  when  I  say 
that  there  is  no  profes.sedly  Christian  denomi¬ 
nation  so  much  slandered,  reproached  and  per¬ 
secuted  in  this  country  as  those  who  believe 
in  the  reconciliation  of  all  things  to  God.  An 
unprejudiced  public  may  judge  of  the  motives 
by  which  sach  arc  actuated.  Every  n^rve  is 
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fftraincil  to  its  utmost  tension  to  prejudice  the 
Christian  community  against  liberal  Christiani¬ 
ty.  Prayers  have  been  oficred  for  the  writer 
of  this  article — Rut,  kind  reader,  do  you  think 
that  St.  Paul  anticipated  such  supplications 
when  he  “  exhorted  prayer  for  all  men,  without 
wrath  and  doubting.”  For,  a  short  time  since 
an  apparently  fervent  prayer  was  offered  that 
the  Lord  would  “speedily  take  the  Universalist 
minister  (as  he  is  calle<l)  out  of  the  city,  and 
that  the  first  time  he  went  into  his  desk,  he 
should  be  confounded  but  he,  who  was  the 
subject  of  this  prayer,  has  preached  three  sab¬ 
baths  in  this  desk  since,  and  felt  rather  an  un¬ 
usual  degree  of  fluency  ;  as  the  number  of  his 
auditors  has  been  considerably  increased  of 
late.  A  very  enthusiastic  female  prayed  that 
fire  might  be  scattered  around  our  church.” 

1  do  not  know  whether  she  intended  it  to  be 
done  by  an  incendiary  from  heaven  or  not. 
However,  as  their  request,  in  the  first  place, 
has  been  disregarded  of  God,  we  have  as  lit¬ 
tle  to  fear,  as  they  to  expect  from  such  pray¬ 
ers  in  future.  It  is  a  fact,  known  to  many  cit¬ 
izens  here,  that  in  a  certain  church  in  this 
place,  Univcrsalists  and  Unitarians,  have  been 
classed  with  Hume  and  Voltaire,  and  with 
them,  sentenced  to  blackness  and  darkness 
forever.  (/ feel  very  grateful  that  God  still  holds 
kis  sceptre.)  Perhaps,  if  these  suffer  endless 
punishment  for  their  want  of  faith,  such  as 
assume  the  prerogative  of  judgement  will  suf¬ 
fer  some  inconvenience  at  least,  for  their  want 
of  charity. — At  a  certain  time  the  officiating 
clergyman,  with  much  grace,  closed  his  bible, 
and  said,  “  there  is  a  kind  of  infidels  called 
Restorationists,  who  do  not  l>elieve  one  half  of 
this  book,”  (untrue.)  Had  he  said,  they  do 
not  believe  one  half  of  reputed  orthordox  di¬ 
vinity,  well.  And  furthermore,  as  if  to  fix  a 
greater  odium  on  the  faith  and  order,  he 
then  addressed  himself  to  the  worst  charac¬ 
ters,  drunkards,  thieves,  debauchees,  and  told  j 
them,  “  it  was  as  much  impossible  for  them 
to  go  to  heaven,  as  it  would  be  for  a  Unlvcrsa- 
list.”  A  few  days  since,  while  the  Presbytery 
was  in  session  to  settle  the  difficulties  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  a  young  man  was  called 
to  testify,  respecting  some  unwarrantable  ex¬ 
pressions  made  by  the  pastor  of  said  church, 
on  one  of  his  parochial  visits  ;  when.  It  being 
ascertained,  that  he  believed  that  wicked  men 
would  be  punished,  but  not  during  eternity, 
this  gentleman  would  not  allow  the  young  man 
further  to  proceed,  pretending  that  his  oath 


would  not  be  valid.  Had  this  young  man 
believed  that  somebody  must  be  punished 
endlessly ;  but  that  he,  though  he  should  for¬ 
swear  himself,  should  escape  by  sea-sonabU; 
repentance,  his  testimony  would  have  been  ac¬ 
cepted,  no  doubt.  Whether  the  presbytery 
will  take  into  consideration  his  ungenerous 
treatment  of  the  Univcrsalists,  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained.  It  is  possible  that  some, 
into  whose  hands  this  article  may  fall,  will  say 
that  some  particulars  herein  stated  savour  too 
much  of  retaliation — not  so  intended.  The 
writer  fi'cls  no  ill  will  towards  his  opposers  ; 
his  prayer  for  them  is,  for  their  happiness  on 
earth  and  in  heaven  forever  ;  and  he  believes 
his  prayer  will  b<j  answered  ;  neither  docs  he 
feel  disposed  to  yield  submissively  to  their 
unjust  insinuations  and  uncharitable  attacks, 
without  defence  ;  but  would  wish  to  walk 
with  the  fellowship  of  all  Christians  “  in  the 
commandments  of  the  Lord  blameless.” 


GOD’S  PURPOSES. 

It  is  true  we  cannot  know  any  thing  of  Je¬ 
hovah,  more  than  he  has  revealed  to  us.  In 
nature,  if  we  are  permitted  to  trace  rivers  back 
to  their  origin,  or  to  follow  efl’ects  to  their 
causi^s,  we  shall  be.  convinced  that  the  Crea¬ 
tor  had  a  w  iso  purpose  in  the  organization  of 
all  things,  terestrial  and  celestial ;  and  in  the 
adaptation  of  all  things  to  their  pro|M-r  sphere. 
The  manifestation  of  design,  which  is  appa¬ 
rent  in  almost  every  object,  which  wc  behold, 
clearly  demonstrates  the  purposes  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  infinitely  gracious,  and  omni.scient 
Architect  of  the  symmetrical  systen^  of  the 
universe. 

What  God’s  purposes  are,  appertaining  to 
man,  beyond  the  present  mode  of  being,  has 
engaged  many  learned  and  able  writers,  who 
iiave,  in  many  respects,  differed  widely.  A 
few  remarks  will  now  be  offered  to  ascertain 
j  the  probable  purpose  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
relative  to  the  final  destiny  of  his  offspring, 
man. 

We  must  understand  God’s  purposes,  I  think, 
in  one  of  the  following  ways,  viz;  cither  that 
his  purpose  is  favourable  to  a  part,  and  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  rest ;  or  else  his  purpose  is  un¬ 
favourable  to  the  vchole  ;  or  lastly,fhis  purpose 
i^  favourable  to  the  whole.  No  Christian  will 
acknowledge,  that  his  purpose  is  unfavoura¬ 
ble  to  the  whole ;  therefore,  being  persuaded, 
that  he  who  spake  to  the  fathers  by  the  proph¬ 
ets,  has  a  certain  unfailing  purpose,  we  must 
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either  adopt  the  proposition  that  hia  purpose  is 
favourable  to  some,  and  to  the  rest  unfavoura¬ 
ble,  or  the  proposition,  that  it  is  favourable 
to  the  whole.  Many  arc  the  scriptures,  which 
speak  of  the  purpose  of  (Jod.  St.  Paul  has 
mentioned  it  several  times,  in  his  epistles  ;  and 
he  said  to  Timothy,  iv  chapter,  10  verse, 
“  For  therefore,  we  both  labour  and  suffer  re¬ 
proach,  because  we  trust  in  the  living  (lod, 
the  Saviour  of  all  men,  and  specially  of  them 
that  believe.”  The  question,  which  will  most 
naturally  arise  from  this  language  of  the  scrip¬ 
tures  is,  how  or  in  what  sense,  is  Clod  the 
Saviour  of  all  men  ?  ”  Perhaps,  it  will  be  said 
that  he  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  because  he 
has  offered  to  save  all.”  Let  it  be  admitted. 
Now  let  us  introduce  the  purpose  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  God.  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  God  has 
offered  to  save  those  whom  he  had  determined 
never  should  be  saved  ?  Uid  he  send  his  son 
to  save  the  world,  when  he  had  decreed  that 
the  world  should  not  be  saved  by  him  ?  Were 
the  Apostles  sent  forth  to  ofl’er  salvation,  to 
those  who  were  reprobated  by  an  arbitrary  de¬ 
cree,  and  certain  to  be  damned  ?  We  can¬ 
not  admit  that  God  has  an  indifferent  purpose, 
w  hich  would  l.e  just  no  piu’pose  at  all ;  nor  is 
if  consistent  to  suppose  that  God  would  tan¬ 
talize  his  children  by  offering  to  save  all  men, 
and  at  the  same  time,  be  determined  that  some 
of  th<!  human  family  should  writhe  in  cease¬ 
less  burnings. 

That  God’s  purpose  is  in  favor  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  families  and  kindreds  of  the  earth,  is 
evident,  from  Gen.  xii,  3  ;  xxii.  17,  18.  Acts 
iii,  25.  Gal.  iii  8.  St.  John  says,  “  we  have  seen 
and  do  testify,  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to 
be  the  Savior  of  the  world.”  We  read  the 
sentiment  of  St.  Paul,  recorded  Eph.  .\ix,  10. 
The  purpose,  will  and  pleasure,  are  “  that  in 
the  dispensation  and  fullness  of  time,  he  might 
gather  together  in  one,  all  things  in  Christ.” 
Let  us  then  endeavour  to  acquiesce  in  God’s 
pleasure  ;  do  his  will  as  required  of  us,  and 
believe  it  will  be  done.  1  Tim.  ii,4.  St.  John 
vi,  37,  38,  appertaining  to  the  human  family. 


The  following  extracts  arc  from  the  justly  adiutr- 
c.d  sermon,  recently  delivered  at  the  derlieutiun  of 
the  second  Unitarian  church— New  York,  by  Dr. 
W.  E.  Charming,  of  Boston,  Mass.  We  cheerfully 
recommend  tliis  sermon  to  our  readers,  as  chiuac- 
teristic  of  its  author— candid,  liberil,  and  interest¬ 
ing.  More  copious  extracts  would  have  been  iivade 
w  this  time,  had  we.  room  in  our  paper ;  but  his 


opinion  respecting  the  final  destination  of  man,  will 
be  clearly  seen  in  these.  Eo. 

“  We  meet  every  where  our  Father,  and  his 
presence  is  as  a  sun  shining  on  our  path.  W’c 
sec  him  in  his  works,  and  hear  his  praise  ris¬ 
ing  from  every  spot  which  we  tread.  Wc  feel 
him  near  in  our  solitudes,  and  sometimes  en¬ 
joy  communion  with  him  more  tender  than  hu¬ 
man  frieiubhip.  Wc  sec  him  in  our  duties, 
and  perform  them  more  gladly,  because  they 
are  the  best  tribute  we  can  otl'er  our  Heaven¬ 
ly  Benefactor.  Even  the  consciousness  of 
sin,  mournful  as  it  is,  does  not  subvert  our 
peace;  for,  in  the  mercy  of  God,  as  made  mani¬ 
fest  in  Jesus  f’hrist,  we  see  an  inexhaustible 
fountain  of  strength,  purity,  and  pardon  for 
all  who  in  filial  reliance,  .seek  these  heavenly 
gift.s.  Through  this  faith,  we  are  conscious  of 
a  new  benevolence  springing  up  to  our  fellow 
creatures,  purer  and  more  enlarged  than  na¬ 
tural  alfection.  Towards  all  mankind  we  see  a 
rich  and  free  love  flowing  from  the  common 
Parent,  and  touched  by  this  love,  we  are  tlie 
friend.s  of  all.  V\’e  compassionate  the  most 
guilty,  and  would  win  them  back  to  God. — 
Through  this  faith,  we  receive  the  happiness 
of  an  ever  enlarging  hope.  There  is  no  good 
too  vast  for  us  to  anticipate  for  the  universe  or 
for  ourselves,  from  such  a  Father  as  we  be¬ 
lieve  in.  The  horrible  thought,  of  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  our  fellow  creatures  being  cast  by 
an  angry  God  into  tortures  unutterable  by  hu¬ 
man  tongue,  and  sentenced  to  spend  eternity 
in  shrieks  of  agony,  which  will  never  reach  the 
ear  or  touch  the  heart  of  their  Creator  ;  this 
dreadful  anticipation,  which  would  shroud  the 
universe  in  mure  than  sepulchral  gloom,  and  is 
enough  to  break  every  heart  which  is  not  stone, 
forms  no  part  of  our  conception  of  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  government  of  the  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Jesus  Christ.  Whilst  we  believe,  that 
every  new  view  of  the  constitution  and  ailniin- 
istration  of  the  universe  will  reveal  more 
strikingly  the  solemn  and  indissoluble  connex¬ 
ion  between  sin  and  .suflTering,  we  have  equal 
confidence,  that  God’s  equity  and  kindness  to¬ 
wards  all  his  creatures  will  be  more  triumph¬ 
antly  and  gloriously  displayed.  We  have  an 
earnest  of  heaven  in  tlie  assurance,  that  all 
things  are  tending  to  a  consummation,  which, 
however  undefined  and  incomprehensible  now, 
will  fill  the  benevolent  heart  with  uniningled 
joy. — I'lirough  this  faith,  we  not  only  hope  for 
the  universe,  but  hope  for  ourselves.” 

The  following  proclamation  for  Fa>t,  issued  by  the 
Governor  of  Maine,  is  admirable  for  its  brevity  ; 
and  worthy  of  notoriety  for  its  novelty: — 

"  By  advice  of  the  Council,  and  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  a  venerated  usage,  1  appoint 
THURSD.W,  the  5th  day  of  April  next,  for 
Humiliatiox,  Fasting  and  Prayer. 

“  I  recommend  to  each  citizen  to  observe 
the  day  as  a  Christian  ;  if  he  be  under  the  in- 
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flucncc  of  any  vice,  to  banish  it  ;  if  in  error,  golden  wings,  to  celebrate  the  wisdom  and 
to  correct  it  ;  if  under  obligations  to  others,  goodness  of  the  inunutuble  Jehovah.  When 
honestly  to  discharge  them ;  if  suHeriiig  in-  the  pious  Psalmist  kneeled  at  the  altar  of 
juries,  to  forgive  them  ;  if  aware  of  animosi-  prayer,  to  tender  the  tribute  of  gratitude  due 
ties,  to  extingui.sh  them  ;  and  if  able  to  do  to  (Jod,  for  the  blessings  with  which  he  was 
any  benevolent  act  to  any  being,  created  by  distinguishing  him,  he  softly  touched  his melli- 
the  Almighty  Power  to  which  he  owes  his  ex-  lluous  harp,  and  in  accents  of  harmony,  sang, 
istence  and  his  faculties,  to  do  it.  “  'J'he  I,ord  is  good  to  all ;  and  his  tender 

“  And  with  a  conscience  thus  prepared,  mercies  are  over  all  his  works.”  No  wonder 
may  we  visit  the  temple  of  (lod,  to  worship  that  melting  strains  should  drop  from  the  lips 
him  with  that  huml)lc  and  liappy  disposition  of  the  Psalmist  of  (iod.  No  wonder  that  the 
which  always  belongs  to  piety  and  innocence  ;  heavens  should  gently  bow — the  earth  rejoice 
beseeching  him  that  the  religion  he  sent  by  — trees  clap  their  hands — forests  break  forth 
our  Saviour  may  not  be  perverted  through  the  into  singing,  and  all  nature  become  alive  to 
pride  and  prejudices  of  sectarianism,  but  may  music,  when  the  subject  of  unbounded  and 
universally  receive  the  homage  of  a  correct  j  immortal  Ia>vk  becomes  the  theme  of  myri- 
laith  and  good  works.  ads  of  celestial  inhabitants,  who  now  are 

“  Especially,  I  recommend  that, being  mem-  shouting,  “(ilory  totioci  in  the  highest — peace 
bers  of  one  great  community,  we  unite  at-  and  love  to  men.” 

Christian  politicians,  so  that  we  may  render  'I’o  sing  the  praises  of  the  great  I  AM,  to 
perpetual  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  recount  his  manifestations  of  love,  and  the 
country  and  of  this  state.  many  toki-ns  of  his  paternal  aflection,  was  the 

ENOCH  LI.Nf'OI.N.”  peculiar  orivilege  of  his  holv  prophets.  If  we 


country  and  of  this  state.  many  toki-ns  of  his  paternal  aflection,  was  the 

ENOCH  LI.Nf'OI.N.”  peculiar  privilege  of  his  holy  prophets.  If  we 
TT.T.  1.1..  ^ w  V I ,  theiirophets  of  old  borne  down  with  grief 

Till'.  I.()RI.  IS  GOOD  -losscd,  by  tl.CBi.I.'s of  adversily.upoi.  life’s 

**  Sing,  O  ye  heavens  ;  for  the  Lord  hath  done  j  tnnposluous  ocean,  and  linking  beneath  op- 
it !  Shout,  ye  louer  parts  of  the  earth  ;  hreak  \  jjression  anti  misery,  or  exalted  by  prosperity 
forth  into  sinking,  ye  mountains,  O  forest  and  ev- 1  places  of  honor,  confidence,  and  trust,  and 
ery  tree  therein  :  for  the  Lord  hath  j  py^.j-y  temporal  and  spiritual  blessing 

Jacob,  and  glorified  himselj  in  Israel.  Lsa.  i  (,f  ^  benificent  Father,  we  hear  them  extolling 
xliv.  2J.  j  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity.  How  diflereni 

Thus  shouted  the  admiring  and  astonished  |  is  the  language  of  Uiose  men,  who  profess  to 
Isaiah,  as  he  beheld,  in  prophetic  visittn,  the  j  be  spiritual  teachers  at  this  age  of  the  world  ? 
tinparalleled  goodne.ss  of  (lod  towards  a  re-;  Instead  of  proclaiming  thegeod/iess of  (lod to 
bcliious  and  gainsaying  people.  InsUmd  of  1  all  imui,  they  confine  it  to  a  feze,  to  suit  their 
seeing  the  heavens  black  with  vengeance,  and  j  .selfish  and  contracted  views.  Instead  ofrep- 
the  earth  wrapped  in  a  general  conflagration,  j  resenting  him  an  all-merciful  Father,  they 
bursting  upon  a  wicked  nation  ; — insteail  of  I  clothe  him  in  the  dreadful  garb  of  almighty 
feeing  a  Clod  of  fury,  indignation,  and  awful  i  malignity  and  relentless  cruelty.  Instead  of 
wrath,  he  beheld  the  beams  of  divine  peace,  preaching  a  God  of  forgiveness,  they  tell  you 
gilding  the  face  of  creation  with  the  gentl^i  that  heaven,  earth  and  hell,  will  con.spire  to 
rays,  and  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  announ-  render  man  more  miserable,  and  will  make 
cing  thesoul  reviving  and  animating  proclama- 1  him  a  subject  of  never-ending  sorrow.  Fa- 
tion,  that  the  transgressions  of  polluted  h-rael  1  ther,  forgive  them.  They  preach  a  doctrine 
were  blotted  out,  his  multitude  of  sins  forgiven  1  fal.se  in  theorv’,  dreadful  in  practice,  dishonor- 
and  his  soul  redeemed.  While  he  viewed  j  ing  to  thee,  and  destroying  to  thy  offspring, 
this  wonderful  exhibition  of  Jehovah’s  love,  'I'liou  art  love,  ceaseless  and  boundle.ss  love, 
immortal  rapture  fire  J  his  soul,  while  he  broke  The  firmanent  declares;  all  nature  attests,  and 
forth  into  ecstacy,  and  in  strains  of  tuneful  thy  continmul  goodness  to  man  confirms  it. 
melody,  called  upon  the  heavens,  the  lower  Sing,  then,  ()  ye  heavens ;  break  forth  into 
parts  of  the  earth,  the  mountains,  the  forest,  .strains  of  immortal  melody,  ye  mountains,  ye 
and  every  tree  therein  to  break  forth  inio  rap-  forests,  ye  trees  of  the  wilderness,  and  bea.st8 
turous  shouting,  and  singing,  for  the  Lord  had  of  a  thousand  hills  ;  fish  of  the  sea,  fowls  of 
redeemed  yacot  and  glorified  himself  in  Israel,  the  air,  and  all  things,  for  the  Lord  God  om¬ 
it  is  no  wonder  tliat  the  prophets  of  old,  nipotent  reigneth,  and  hath  declared  his  love 
who  knew  and  felt  the  forgiving  spirit  of  God,  to  man. — .V.  1’.  Gospel  Herald. 

whose  souls  had  often  been  warmed  with  the  - - - 

love  of  Heaven,  should  tune  their  harps  and  ^  RAC  I . 

touch  the  highest  notes  on  the  timbrel  of  praise  How  many  clear  marks  of  benevolent  in- 
and  sing  a  song  of  thanksgiving  to  God,  when  tention  appear  every  where  around  us  !  What 
heaven  and  earth  indulged  the  inspiring  lay.  a  profusion  of  beau>y  and  ornament  is  poured 
It  is  a  truth,  which  ought  to  be  recollected, that  forth  on  the  face  of  nature!  V\  hat  a  magnifi- 
earth  has  lent  her  aid,  heaven  echoed  to  the  cent  spectacle  is  presented  to  the  view  of  man! 
sounds,  while  seraphim  and  cherubim  joined  What  supply  contrived  for  his  wants!  What  a 
the  grand  concert,  while  angels  clapjied  their  variety  of  objects  set  before  him,  to  gratify  his 
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senses,  to  employ  his  understanding,  to  enter¬ 
tain  his  imagination,  to  cheer  and  gladden  his 
heart  ! 

BnsoEXAAxnBons. 

Tlie  Christian  IsTKLLiGENtEii,  a  rtTigiotts  peri¬ 
odical,  formerly  edited  by  the  Rev.  Rusm-I  Streeter, 
of  Portland,  Me.  but  now  edited  by  Rev.  Win.  A. 
Drew,  at  Gardner,  Me.  has  of  late  borne  the  pleas¬ 
ing  inltllit'enrt  of  the  prosjieiity  of  Zion’s  cause, 
in  that  state,  to  us.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the 
brethren  are  disposed  to  embody  themselves  in  so¬ 
cial  compact,  to  maintain  unitedly  “  the  faith  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Saints.” 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Univcrsalist  Society 
in  Wasliington,  N.  H.  is  favored  with  the  ministry 
of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Bell,  fomierly  of  Pelham,  N.  H. 

The  Rev.  Dolphus  Skinner  has  rccciv«H  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  invitation  of  the  fir't  Universalist  Socie¬ 
ty  in  Utica,  to  become  their  pastor.  Rev.  David 
Cooper,  of  Wells,  Vt.  is  expected  to  succeed  him 
at  Saratoga  Springs.  May  God’s  blessings  attend 
his  faithfid  servants. 

SnciPE.— Mrs.  Burton,  the  wife  of  William  Bur¬ 
ton,  of  Cheshire,  Mass,  hung  herself  on  the  It  th 
in»t.  The  “  Berkshire  American”  says,  “  she  owed 
her  death  to  some  unhappy  and  mistaken  imprcs- 
sioas  in  regard  to  religion.”  It  is  probable  that  it 
w  as  tire  same  kind  of  religion  wliich  induced  a  young 
lady  to  rut  otT  her  own  tongue,  because  she  thought 
she  had  scaled  her  certiiin  min  with  it  !  This  last 
circumstance  is  said  to  have  taken  place,  not  long 
.sin«e,  in  the  town  of  New  Lebanon,  in  this  state. 

SIGNS  OF  THE  TIMES. 

At  a  town  meet  ing  held  at  Bninswick,  N  .V  3<1 
inst.  a  few  fanatical  pn‘sbyterians,  proposed  to  have 
an  order  taken,  that  no  universalist  should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  instruct  a  school  in  that  town.  It  was 
w  ell  for  these  zealous  pretenders,  that  there  was  no 
motion  made  to  that  eifect ;  for,  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed  from  a  respectable  .source,  that  had  tliis 
transpired,  a  motion  would  have  been  made,  and 
sustained,  doubtless,  that  no  presbyterian  should  be 
pennhted  to  teach  in  any  school,  in  said  town.  W’ e 
are  glad  that  no  such  thing  then  took  place.  La^t 
U.S  have  a  great  National  Religion,  established  by 
our  National  Government,  and  then -  Ed. 

In  Connecticut  the  Hon.  Gideon  Tomlinson  has 
been  elected  Governor  for  the  ensuing  year.  Hon. 
Levi  Lincoln  has  been  re-elected  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Samuel  Mosely,  a  young  Jew,  has  been  pub¬ 
licly  baptised  in  the  church  at  Neath,  Glanmorc- 
shire,  England,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Hey  Knight, 
vicar,  who  preached  an  impressive  sermon  on  the 
occasion,  from  John  iii.  5. 

Horrid  Murdtrj—yir.  John  Hamlin,  of  Lunen¬ 
burg  county,  Va.was  murdered  by  his  ntqroalavta. 


in  March  last.  They  choked  him  to  death,  and 
then  burned  his  body  to  ashes  in  a  hre  prepared  fov 
burning  tobacco  plants. 

Infbri  ,tion.—X  man  in  Worcester  county.  Mass, 
who  had  been  drinking  to  excess  on  his  way  home, 
fell  into  a  deep  hole  near  a  mill  dam,  and  would 
have  been  drowned,  had  not  his  faithful  dog  raised 
the  neighborhood  by  his  moans,  and  induced  them 
by  his  unusual  anxiety,  to  follow  him  to  the  spot 
where  his  master  was.  The  dog  surely  was  more 
rational  than  his  master. 

On  the  dlst  ult.  Mr.  Jacob  Keyset,  and  Iiis  wife, 
were  both  drowned,  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
Crooked  L.akc,  from  Pultney,  Vates  coimty,  in  a 
small  canoe. 

Neic  School  aifstem.—yiT.  J.  G.  Carter  is  about 
establishing  a  new  School  at  Lancaster,  Mass,  ex¬ 
pressly  for  the  education  of  persons  who  are  destin¬ 
ed  to  become  instmetors  of  youth-  'fbe  plan  is 
new,  aiivl  u«  nanniy  reconmicnded. 

Delihtratt  Suicide.^X  man  in  N.  H.  lately 
hanged  himself  after  making  his  preparations  with 
much  siing  froid.  He  to<  k  a  bundle  of  ria.x  to  a 
neighbor’s  and  broke  it;  he  went  to  another's  and 
swingled  it ;  to  a  third  and  made  a  rope !  He  then 
went  home  and  hung  himself. 

School  disciplint.—X  School  Master  in  M^iasa- 
chu'Ctts  has  lately  been  prosecuted  and  tried  for 
expelling  a  young  lady  from  his  school,  who  refused 
to  attend  pntyers  when  in  the  room.  The  court,  in 
charging  the  jury,  observed  that  the  master  exer¬ 
cised  a  rightful  authority,  the  custom  of  opening 
schools  with  prayer  being  an  imincmoriid  one,  in 
New-England.  The  jury  acquitted  the  defendant 
without  leaving  their  seats. 

LAND  OF  NOD. 

Explanation  of  (ien.  iv.  1»5.  “  It  is  the  same 

trord  which  Is  rendered  in  the  twelfth  and  fourteenth 
verses,  a  vagtihond.  Why  otir  translators,  in  tho 
two  former  verses,  give  the  meaning,  or  import  ol 
the  won!,  and  in  the  sixteenth  verse  tlie  letters  of  it 
merely,  is  not  easily  comprehensible.  Let  it  be 
translated  throughout,  the  sense  Is  perfectly  clear, 
and  all  ground  of  idle  inquiry  t:iken  away.  In  the 
twelfth  verse,  God  denounces  the  punishment.  Thou 
shalt  not  die  but  be  iVo'f,  a  vnf^-ibond  in  tlie  earth. 
In  the  fourteenth  verse  Cain  recognizes  the  justice 
of  his  sentence,  and  bewails  it ;  “I  shall  be  Nod,  a 
vug-bond  in  the  earth.”  And  in  tlie  sixteenth, 
Moses  gives  us  the  history  of  its  being  put  in  exe¬ 
cution-— “  he  went  out  from  the  pres«;nce  of  the 
Lord,  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Notl,"  a  vegubond 
flying  from  place  to  place,  skulkii^  in  comers, 
shunning  the  haunts  of  men,  pursued  incessantly  by 
the  re.'iiorseful  pangs,  and  toraienting  apprehea<ions 
of  an  ill  conscience.’’ 

Hunttr'a  Sacred  Biography. 


UNIVERSALIST  TRACTS. 

TThe  Editor,  has  just  received  from  the  Univer- 
salist  Book  Society,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a 
considerable  number  of  Religious  Tracts,  which  are 
now  ready  for  dbtribution. 
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“  Bltjsrdurt  tht  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the 
earth." 

Blest  arc  the  incck,  the  sacred  train, 

AVho  fniiii  all  {;uiUine>s  refrain, 

Thrniijih  life’s  still  varying  scene, 

Who.  though  the  tempest  rages  fast. 

Amidst  the  fury  of  the  blast. 

Arc  gentle  and  serene  ! 

'IVo  t>o«  or  which  shakes  the  mountain’s  brow. 
And  bids  the  knotted  oak  lu  im**, 

And  binds  die  eagle’s  wines. 

Yet  spares  the  lily’stcnder  fonn, 

And  sheds  the  fury  of  the  storm 
On  loftier,  mightier  things. 

So,  while  Ambition,  Power  and  Pride, 

Sprciid  moral  desolation  wide. 

And  fill  the  world  with  woe ; 

The  meek,  in  secret  silence  laid. 

Court  die  seclusion  of  the  shade. 

Nor  tremble  at  the  blow. 

As  some  pure  river,  deep  and  wide, 

In  silence  rolls  its  gentle  tide. 

And  seeks  the  boundless  sea  : 

Thus,  inobtmsive  flow  their  years, 

AVhile  to  their  ardent  gaze  appears 
A  blest  eternity. 


rwOM  Tll£  UOSPEL  HERALD. 

THE  PRODIGAL’S  RETURN. 
Luke  ,\v.  11 — 32. 

Is  there  on  earth  a  sight  more  sweet. 
Than  the  n’ptmting  prodigid ; 
Turning  his  erring  wayward  feet. 

And  list’ning  to  his  Father’s  call? 

“  No  more,  says  he,  on  husks  I'll  feed. 
My  F'ather  has  enough  to  spare, 
llis  house  will  furnish  ail  I  need. 

And  I  will  seek  forgiveness  there.” 

He  runs — and  yet  a  great  way  off. 

The  Father  secs  his  long  lost  son. 

He  does  not  at  the  rebel  scoff. 

Nor  yet  enquire  what  he  has  done  : 
But,  lo !  he  hangs  upon  his  neck. 
Takes  off  his  clothes,  filthy  and  tom. 
And  says,  “  with  rings  his  fingers  deck. 
And  widt  rich  garments  him  adorn ; 

And  let  the  fatted  calf  be  slain, 

A  •'uroptuou?  feast  I  will  prepare, 
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For  my  lost  son  has  come,  again. 

His  Father’s  love  and  grace  to  share  ; 

He  has  return’d  to  virtue’s  ways. 

And  left  the  sinful  road  he  trod  ; 

Return’d  to  bless  my  future  days. 

Return’d  to  haiipiness— to  God.” 

And  if  such  love  as  this  can  dwell 
Within  the  hearts  of  men  below, 

O!  who  shall  dare  presume  to  tell 
Tlie  measiucs  of  that  boundless  flow, 

Which,  inexhaustible  and  pure. 

Runs  from  the  fountain  of  his  grace. 

Whose  word  for  ever  shall  endure, 

W  ho  is  die  Father  of  our  race  ! 

.ALL  shall  return  and  know  the  I.ord,* 

All  shall  his  gracious  name  confess,^ 

No  prodigal  shall  doubt  the  word 
f)f  Him  who  is  lair  righteousness  : 

God  Is  the  Father  of  all  souls.l 
And  what  a  fire  of  love  must  bum. 

When  a  whole  world  of  prodigals. 

Shall  to  their  Father’s  house  miitni  I 

Extatic  love  !  unbounded  grace  ! 

Let  David’s  harp  again  be  stnine; 

Let  eounUess  nations  sing  his  praise. 

With  gniteful  heart  and  sincere  tongue. 

Let  gratitude  our  souls  inspire. 

While  we  our  pilgrimage  prolong,  mtt 

And  when  we  join  the  heavenly  choir. 

We’ll  chant  an  everlasting  song.  E.  s.  o. 


*  Ps.  xxii.  27.  t  Phil.  ii.  IL  tMid.  ii.  10. 


DIED, — In  Andover  N.  TI.  4th  inst.  J.  E. 
Terrel,  aged  55  years.  This  man  will  be 
long  remembered  among  those  who  have  man¬ 
ifested  a  lively  faith  in  a  Redeemer,  the  final 
destruction  of  sin.  death,  and  every  evil,  and 
the  deliverance  of  the  Adamic  family,  by  th*; 
sin-atoning  lamb,  were  his  hope,  his  joy  in 
healtli,  in  sickness,  unto  death. — .AT.  H.  Patriot. 

The  above  instance.  Is  one  of  almost  daily  oc¬ 
currence,  which  shows  the  falsity  of  the  saying,  that 
the  faith  of  the  world’s  sjdvation,  will  not  do  to  die 
by.  It  should  be  remembered  that  mere  theory,  in 
any  faith,  will  neither  make  one  vitally  happy  in 
life,  or  joyful  in  death.  Ed. 
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